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The latest round of the Equestrian Interschools League was held on Saturday 27th October and hosted by Kernan Equestrian Centre, Crossmaglen, Co. Armagh.  . A thoroughly good days sport was enjoyed by all, over James Kernan’s well built course with the good weather an added bonus to the day’s activities
Teams travelled from many parts of the country to take part in what is always one of the most enjoyable legs of the league. Although numbers were small the events were very competitive. The day proved a most successful one for Newbridge College who secured the win in all four events, putting the College in pole position in both the team and Individual league tables.
In the Open Team competition, three of the teams competing went forward to the jump off round on zero points, both teams from Newbridge and one from local school St. Vincents, Dundalk.   Time allowed was 80 seconds. The Newbridge College black team, Meadhbh Brassil (St. James Gate), Lauren Heffernan (My Rockstown Two), Aoife Murphy (Bottchelli) and Karen Casey (Prima Donna Girl), last to go in the jump off manage to hold off the challenge from St Vincents and their fellow students, Newbridge college white team to emerge victorious. Close behind and taking 2nd place was St. Vincent’s, Dundalk represented by Rebecca Kieran (Echo Ireland), Ciara Cornyn (Laredos Daughter),Maire Byrne (Bonnie Highland Lass); and Jessica Murphy (Troy). 3rd place went to Newbridge College white team represented by Alanna Murphy (Grey Chance), Gillian Wall (Carrabow Gods Knows What), Emma McGlynn (Booyachasa) and Hannah Begley (Quanto). All teams seemed delighted with their efforts especially the Newbridge winning team who not for the first time here  received souvenir Kernan Equestrian rugs for their sterling effort presented by host, international rider and proprietor James Kernan. Colaiste Bhride Carnew took fourth place ahead of Mohill Community School.
The Open Individual competition was run as a one round speed round. Of the twelve starters the first clear round was provided by third to jump Newbridge’s Meadhbh Brassil on St. James Gate in a good time of 65.99secs. The tricky course took its toll and there were no more clear rounds until second last to jump Kate Duffy on Serephin representing Seamount, Kinvara Co. Galway who tried her best but her time of 69.75secs wasn’t fast enough to beat long time leader Meadhbh’s winning time.  Last to go Heather Maxwell on Moydrums Dillon representing Mohill Community College Co. Leitrim finished third with a careful but clear round in 79.41 secs. Kate Madden from Largy College Clones was fastest of the four faulters to take fourth ahead of Newbridge College rider Karen Casey and Mohill’s Shaunna Mc Crann.
The day had kicked off with the Novice Team event which was won by Newbridge College (Blue team) with three combinations consisting of Lauren Heffernan on Ballymurray Max, Caoimhe Sweeney on Kippure Steepleview Jack and Lisa Sexton on Glencauth Lad. 

Newbridge College’s clean sweep continued in the Novice Individual when Caoimhe Sweeney and Kippure Steepleview Jack took the red rosette ahead of fellow students, Emily O Brien and Lisa Sexton.
League Standings to date:
Teams






Individuals
Newbridge College 34




Meadhbh Brassil 23
St Gerards Bray 24




Ellen Radford Dodd 18
Good Counsel New Ross 22



Mark Finnerty 18
