National Inter schools Championships April 21st & 22nd 2012

The final of the equestrian Interschools Hoofprints.ie league was held as part of a weekend of events comprising Mullingar National Interschools Championships. On Saturday open teams battled it out to gain last minute league points and also to win the valuable prize of free transport for a team to the highly regarded Hickstead national school championships held every year during July where for the past number of years Ireland has been represented with much success by a number of schools. On this occasion the valuable prize was won by Ballymahon Vocational school, represented by Laura Reynolds, Conor McLoughlin, James Whyte and Tara Esler, who saw off a determined challenge from the 7 teams who qualified for the jump off. Only 2 schools left the poles standing in this speed round and Ballymahon had the edge on Newbridge College (Aoife Murphy, Hannah Sutton, Maedhbh Brassil and Megan Flanagan) to push the Newbridge representatives into second.  St Andrews College represented by Seb Curran, Hazel Windsor Aubrey Thea Curran and Emily Binchy took third place. While this was proceeding in the main arena a large number of novice teams competed in the novice team challenge which was won in fine style by  local school St Finian's ( Rebecca Flynn, Amy Leigh Dagg, Lorna Purcell and Aaron Dolan) after an exciting jump off against the clock. 

 

The day’s action was not over just yet, as competitors lined up to take on the inaugural jump cross individual speed challenge. Competitors jumped a short course of fences before jumping a bank out of the arena to take on a series of cross country fences, banks and ditches and then finished off over five more fences back in the main arena. The 80cm course was claimed by Hannah Holden representing Our Lady of Lourde while the Open was won in fine style by league leader Alyssa O' Neill on Rathkenny Snapdragon who flew around the course to ensure that fellow Newbridge College competitors Charlotte Quinn riding Pepper and Spice and Nessa Briody riding Tomboy had to settle for 2nd and 3rd place respectively. Saturday evening concluded with a most enjoyable and well attended barbeque and disco hosted by the Fagan family.

 

Whilst the weather was kind to proceedings on Saturday competitors on Sunday had to contend with a mixture of sunshine and heavy showers but this did not dampen enthusiasm for the main two events of the day. The Equestrian Interschools Team Championships incorporating the final of the equestrian Interschools league sponsored by Hoofprints.ie. was held in the main arena. Robert Fagan built a technical full height course which jumped extremely well. However in the end only four teams managed a zero score and the seven teams that finished on four faults ended up jumping off for the minor placing but also to decide the final league placings. In the mix were the top six teams in the league and since points and a half were on offer there was a lot to play for. Good Counsel were assured of  League victory with two teams going into the jumpoff on zero score, although pipped to the post by Mohill Community College  (Cain Wrynne, Shauna MCrann, Mollie Crossley and Paul Foy) in the actual competition.  The Good Counsel team (Darryl Murphy, Eoin Byrne, Jack Kehoe and Cian Aylward) took the runner up place.  Mohill's win in the actual competition moved the school up the leader board to finish in 4th place in the league. Newbridge College's eventual 6th place following the jump off round was enough to secure it runner up position in the league. Scoil Mhuire Longford  (Aisling McGreal, Rebecca Casey, Joanne Whyte and Rebecca Yorke) finished in third place in the competition and this ensured that it also claimed third place in the league. Carnew was the third school to move up the leaderboard following the jump off when their fifth place finish was enough to claim fifth in the league and knock Kilkenny College down to sixth.

 

Following the team event a total of 30 competitors lined up for the Individual Grand Prix which incorporated the final of the Individual league. Of the 30 only 11 made the cut to the speed round and as the jump off progressed seconds were being shaved off as competitors gave it their all. Victory in the end went to Jim Redmond from Good Counsel College with Hannah Sutton on Castle Turvin Smoky Pickle second and Lauren Heffernan riding Rockstown Bim Bam Boom in third, both representing Newbridge College. Fellow Newbridge competitor league leader Alyssa O’Neill on Rathkenny Snapdragon was a fraction of a second behind but could not be beaten in the league when some unlucky poles on the ground denied her closest rival Jamie Garland riding Popadom for Wesley College a place in the jump off. O'Neill was defending her League title for the 3rd year in a row.  Garland's scores to date in the league were still enough for her to claim second place. Nessa Briody  also from Newbridge, claimed third place in the league with fellow student  Maedhbh Brassill in fourth,  Rebecca Yorke, Scoil Mhuire Longford in fifth and Kate Duffy from Seamount Kinvara in sixth.

 

In ring two competitors battled it out in the 80cm accumulator competition which was won in fine style by Karen Casey (Newbridge College) on Timmy.  Siobhan Cusack representing Kilbeggan was second and Beibhin Byrne from Scoil Bhride Carnew was third.  This was followed by a well supported primary schools team and individual competition.  Taking the honours in the team competition having come all the way from Clare was the Cratloe St John NS team of Conor Mc Mahon, John Gallagher, Esah Gupta and Caoimhe McNamara. The 2012 National Primary Schools Champion is Edel White from Lenamore national School Longford. 

 

Equestrian Interschools action continues this Saturday when the National Interschools show jumping championships take place in Enniscorthy show grounds. Newbridge College Horse Show also hosts Interschools on Saturday 12th May, as well as a full range of SJI pony competitions, including the Glencarrig Lady league and also the Kildare North Leinster IPS spring show

